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The military deposed Emperor Haile Selassie early
this morning. Preliminary reports indicate that the moparch's
ailing son, Crown Prince Asfa Wossen, haé been chosen to
succeed hiim tq,tﬁe throne. The ruling Armed Forces Ccor-
dinatiﬁg Committee has dissolved parliamént énd suspended the
constitution. Military courts also are_being formed.

Troops and tanks were in evidence in Addis Ababa early
today, but the city otherwise was calm. A daily curfew has
been instituted for the Thours of darkness; demonstrétionsuand
strikes are banned. There have been no réports of distur~-
bances in the provinces;

The intefnational airport at Addis Ababa is reportedly

closed, and all flights are suspended. Cont 'd
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. The'Crown Prince, who is in his 50s, has been making
a slow recovery from a serious stroke that left him barely
able to télk. He is in Eufope and may be unwilling to re-
turn in view of the military committee's harsh public state-
ments concerning the whole royal family., The two female
members of the royal family arrested by the militaryvyester—
day had opposed Asfa Wossen's succession.

The forced abdication of Haile Selassie appears to have
been‘carefully prepared, and the ruling military cbmmittee
may be aﬁle to accomplish it in the generally bloodless manner
that has thus far characterized the ELhiopian revolution.

As the revolution has progressed, the Emperor has been grad-
ually stripped of power, isolated, and subjected to increasingly
abusive propaganda attacks. Most of the aristocracy, includ-
ing some members of the royal family, is under military de-
tention, and the military appear-able to cope with the one
remaining provincial nobleman wh» has a small private army.

The military committee had planned to announce the
forced abdication yesterday, which was the Ethiopian New
Year's Day. The one-day delay suggests that the various
factions on the ruling committee had difficulty in deter-

"mining what course to follow. The apparent decision to

retain the monarchical institution in an extremely attenuated

form suggests that those on the committee favoring estab-
lishment of a.genuinely constitutional regime and reconcilia-
tion of most elements in Ethiopian society probably still have

the upper hand,
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ﬁieutenant General Aman, Defecnse Minister and Armed
Forces Chief of Staff, probably has bolstered the moder;tes
on the shadowy military committee.

The prospects for.accomplishing today's change without °
vioclence depend in large part on what the military comm;ttee
does with Haile Selassic. Radicals on the committee have
been pressing for his trial and possible execution, while
the moderates appdar to favor allow;ng him to li?e out his
life in one of his palaces in the countryside. Haile Selassie
had not resisted the steady erosion of his once absolute
powers, but was reported to be resisting yielding his over-

Seas assets to the committec,
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